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For this newsletter article, I would like to share a 
meditation from one of my favorite authors from the 
past, Howard Thurman.  He was a Dean of 
Theology at Howard University and Boston 
College.  In 1944, he helped found the first racially 
integrated, multi-cultural church in the United 
States.  I became acquainted with him while I 
attended Lincoln University. 
 
This is his meditation for Thanksgiving.  I hope that 
while reading his article, you will make your own 
Sacrament of Thanksgiving this day. 
 

A Litany of Thanksgiving 
 
Today, I make my Sacrament of Thanksgiving.  I 
begin with the simple things of my days: 

Fresh air to breathe, 
Cool water to drink,  
The taste of food, 
The protection of houses and clothes, 
The comforts of home. 

For these, I make an act of Thanksgiving this Day! 
 
I bring to mind all the warmth of humankind that I 
have known: 

My mother’s arms, 
The strength of my father, 
The playmates of my childhood, 
The wonderful stories brought to me from the 

lives of many who talked of days gone by 
when fairies and giants and all kinds of 
magic held sway; 

The tears I have shed, the tears I have seen; 
The excitement of laughter and the twinkle in 

the eye with its reminder that life is good. 

 
 

For all these I make an act of Thanksgiving this 
day. 
 
I finger one by one the messages of hope that 

awaited me at the crossroads: 
The smile of approval from those who held in their 

hands the reins of my security; 
The tightening of the grip in a single handshake 

when I feared the step before me in the 
darkness; 

The whisper in my heart when the temptation was 
fiercest and the claims of appetite were not to be 
denied; 

The crucial word said, the simple sentence from an 
open page when my decision hung in the 
balance. 

For all these I make an act of Thanksgiving this 
day. 

 
I pass before me the mainsprings of my heritage; 
The fruits of the labors of countless generations 

who lived before me, without whom my own 
life would have no meaning; 

The seers who saw visions and dreamed dreams; 
The prophets who sensed a truth greater than the 

mind could grasp and whose words could only 
find fulfillment in the years which they would 
never see; 

The workers whose sweat has watered the trees, the 
leaves of which are for the healing of the 
nations; 

The pilgrims who set their sails for lands beyond all 
horizons, whose courage made paths into new 
worlds and far-off places; 

The saviors whose blood was shed with a 
recklessness that only a dream could inspire and 
God could command. 

For all this I make an act of Thanksgiving this day. 
 
I linger over the meaning of my own life and the 

commitment to which I give the loyalty of my 
heart and mind: 

The little purposes in which I have shared with my 
loves, my desires, my gifts; 
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The restlessness which bottoms all I do with its 
stark insistence that I have never done my best, I 
have never dared to reach for the highest; 

The big hope that never quite deserts me, that I and 
my kind will study war no more, that love and 
tenderness and all the inner graces of Almighty 
affection will cover the life of the children of 
God as the waters cover the sea. 

 
All these and more than mind can think and heart 

can feel, I make as my sacrament of 
Thanksgiving to Thee, our Father, in 
humbleness of mind and simplicity of heart. 

  
Grace and peace, 
Don 
 

 

 
 
THANKSGIVING SERVICES : 
Nov. 22nd 7pm St. Joseph Catholic Church 
 Rev. Mike Coates speaker 
 
Nov. 26th 9am PCPC Thanksgiving Service 
 The Thanksgiving Day service has long been a 
tradition here at PCPC.  We hope all who have 
recently joined our church family will join the “old 
timers” for this special “Thank Service”. 
  
 

 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS! at 2:00 a.m. 
Sunday, November 1st .  Remember to set your clocks 
back one hour when you go to bed Saturday night.  
Enjoy that extra hour of sleep!! 
 
 
 
 

HEAD DEACONS for November are: 
 Kyle Kent and ElaineWilcox 
 
THE USHERING TEAM for November is: 

Rosemary Anderson  
Betty Mayer 
Wanda Rummell 
Marian Thomas  
 

ELDER GREETER for November is:   
 Nancy Patterson 
  
TRUSTEES MEETING:    

November 8th – 11:15 a.m. 
 

DEACONS MEETING :   
November 15th – 11:15 a.m. 
 

SESSION MEETING:   
November 22nd – 11:15 a.m. 
 

 

 
 

MAX & ERMA’S FUNDRAISER  
Enjoy a meal (lunch or supper) at Max & Erma’s on 
Thursday, November 5th and 20% of your bill will be 
returned to the Church for our Mission Trip Fund.  
This program continues to be in effect the first 
Thursday of each month through the end of the year.  
Vouchers are included with your newsletter.  Gather 
up your family and friends, and go hungry for 
lunch or supper!  See you there! 

  
 

 

 
 

KUMJOINUS  will meet at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, 
October 3rd at the home of the Revs. Don and Janice 
Hilkerbaumer, 3388 Woods Mill Dr, Hilliard.  We 
would love to have you “come join us” and be a part 
of this rollicking fellowship.  Just bring your own 
table service and a potluck dish or two to share.  
Please call Don (873-5011) or email him if you are 
not able to attend. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S NEWS 
Meetings and Events 
  1   - Fall Feast – Stenner Hall:  11:15 a.m. 
16   - Lena Robinson – Helen Watson, Hostess 
17   - Semi Circle at Linda Erdman’s 
19   - Friendship Circle at Pat Stenner’s 
 
THE ANNUAL FALL FEAST , sponsored by the 
Presbyterian Women, will be Sunday, November 1st, 
immediately following the morning worship service.  
This is the primary fundraiser for the PW and a free-
will offering will be accepted to help with their 
annual commitments.  Plan to join your church 
family friends for a delicious meal and time of 
fellowship! 
 

 
 

LOGOS YOUTH PROGRAM CONTINUES  
through Wednesday, December 2nd from 4:15 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m.   There will not be a meeting on November 
25th – Thanksgiving week.  Each meeting, prior to 
4:15, a supervised study table will be provided for 
students’ use.  Fees for this session are $25.00 for one 
child and $40 for two or more children in one family.  
Scholarships are available if there is a need.  See Judy 
Bodenbender.  
 
The primary rule of LOGOS is:  Everyone is to 
treat everyone else as a child of God! 
 
Following are the themes of individual meetings: 

November 4th Circus Night 
November 11th Veteran’s Day 
November 18th One Brick at a Time 
December 2nd  Hanging of the Greens 

 
The spring session will begin the last week of January and 
detailed information will be available in the January 
Newsletter. 

 
 

 
 

THE ANNUAL LOGOS POINSETTIA DRIVE  
will begin Sunday, November 8th and run through 
Sunday, November 29th.  You may purchase 
poinsettias in memory of, or in honor of, a loved one.  
The cost is $10.00 per plant and is to be paid for at 
the time of ordering.  Judy Bodenbender will take 
orders in the parlor after worship each Sunday.  Order 
forms will be in the church bulletins each Sunday 
beginning November 8th.  You may mail your order 
to the church if you miss Judy after worship.  Orders 
must be received at the church by November 30th. 
The proceeds from this project and the Easter flower 
sales are the main sources of funds that support the 
Logos Youth Program and we sincerely thank you for 
your ongoing interest in the children and youth of our 
church family.  Enjoy your beautiful flowers! 
 
 

  
 
MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD… Remember to 
vote on Tuesday, November 3, 2009. 
 
 

 

 
 
CAN SUNDAY is November 29th.   
Regular can drop-offs for recycling are the last 
Sunday of each month. If you need to have a large 
amount of cans picked up, call Bill Bowen at (614) 
371-3266.    Thank you! 
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WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP? 
 

When we grow as stewards, 
We share our wealth and possessions 
With those persons and agencies 
In ministry to people in need. 

 
When we grow as stewards,  

We give willingly of our time and abilities 
In our private lives and in the public order,  

Using the gifts God has given us 
To assure that all creation is fulfilled. 

 
When we grow as stewards, 

We assure that the world will remain a gift for 
future generations. 

 
Stewardship is the lifestyle 
Of Christian discipleship. 

 
For more than 200 years, we have responded to 
the call of Jesus Christ to go out and proclaim 
the Good News here in Plain City.  Our mission 
giving has been a thankful response to what God 
has done for us in Jesus Christ.  We have been 
faithful in following Christ’s example.  We 
are called now to give generously so that the 
mission and programs of this congregation may 
continue.  Later this month, you will receive a 
pledge card and a copy of the proposed budget.  
You will be asked to prayerfully consider 
making a pledge to the work and ministry of 
this congregation.  Dedication Sundays will be 
December 2nd and December 9th.  Remember, 
“Stewardship is the Lifestyle of Christian 
Discipleship!” 
 
The 2009 Resource Committee: 
Bill Bowen, Chair; Dave McCray, Jim Kaufman, 
Suzanne Merkle, Sally Petznick, Shawn Heimlich, 
Chad Sperling 

 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING    
There will be a meeting of the Nominating 
Committee Sunday November 8th at 7:00 p.m.  Please 
let Nominating Committee Chair, Bill Pettibone 
know if you are unable to attend. 
 

 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BASKET and “ADOPT-A-
FAMILY” PROGRAM…. 
It’s that time of the year again when the PCPC 
participates in the Community Christmas Basket 
Program.  This program provides food for needy 
families that live within the Jonathan Alder school 
district.  Gifts are also provided for the children in 
each family.  This is truly a community effort which 
offers several opportunities for those wishing to 
assist: 
1) You can donate money that will be used to buy 

the food and gifts for the families.  Please make 
checks payable to:  Christmas Basket Fund. 

2) You can adopt a family in need which means you 
buy the children’s gifts (suggested amount per 
child is $20-$25) and also provide $30 for a 
family gift certificate which is purchased from a 
local merchant.  Please make checks payable to:  
Christmas Basket Fund. 

3) You can help pack the baskets on the morning of 
Saturday, December 19th.  Coffee, juice, hot 
chocolate and donuts will be provided at 8am and 
the packing will begin at 9am.  Lunch will be 
available when the packing in completed for 
those helpers who would like to have it. 

3) You can help deliver the baskets and gifts to the 
families on Saturday, December 19th.  The 
delivery timeframe is from 10:30am until 1:00pm 
(or until done – most likely before 1:00pm). 

4) You can donate canned food items by leaving 
them in the designated container in the parlor.  
The last Sunday for these food donations will be 
December 13th. 
 

You can help by doing any combination of the above 
items that you are comfortable with.  Any help will 
be greatly appreciated and remember… you are 
helping people who live in your own community!  
Please contact Dave McCray (873-0241) to donate 
money or to adopt a family.  If you wish to help 
pack or deliver the baskets (or both) simply be at our 
church at the appropriate time on Saturday, 
December 19th.  Thank you! 
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PAPER RECYCLING NEWS  
The month of September was back on track for our 
paper recycling program!!  6.59 tons of recyclable 
paper and magazines were collected which resulted in 
a check for next year’s Mission Trip Fund in the 
amount of $98.62 and saved 20.56 cubic yards of 
landfill space.  Way to go PCPC!  Don’t forget to 
thank your friends and neighbors for helping with this 
important mission project and, at the same time, 
helping to keep Plain City green! 
 
 
 

 
 
BIRTHDAYS : 
  1   - Joey Walker 
  2   - Lauren Foust 
  3   - Diana McCoy 
  5   - Jack Brady 
 Michele Foust  
  9   - Lisa Nelsen-Woods 
11   -  Dorothy Bennett  
12   - Matthew Schlitz  
15   - Christopher McCoy 
16   - Laura Lamphear 
17   - Chris Johnston  
19   - Nicholas McCoy 
 Olivia McCoy 
20   - Kyle Moody 
25   - Rachel Ferguson  
27   - Angie Brown 
28   - Larry McCoy 
29   - Chad Craney 

 
 

  
 

ANNIVERSARIES : 
  4   - Nick & Kathy Stapp  
29   - Chad & Molly Sperling 
 

 
 


